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« Any phonetic change, seen in correct perspective, confirms the perfect
regularity of these developments.

e In the language itself, there are only differences.

« The language itself is a form, not a substance.
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(Edward Sapir)

It is of course true that in a certain sense the individual is predestined to
talk, but that is due entirely to the circumstance that he is born not merely in
nature, but in the lap of a society that is certain, reasonably certain, to lead
him to its traditions. Eliminate society and there is every reason to believe
that he will learn to walk, if, indeed, he survives at all. But it is just as
certain that he will never learn to talk, that is, to communicate ideas
according to the traditional system of a particular society.

The speech element “house” is the symbol, first and foremost, not of a single
perception, nor even of the notion of a particular object, but of a “concept,”
in other words, of a convenient capsule of thought that embraces thousands of
distinct experiences and that is ready to take in thousands more. If the single
significant elements of speech are the symbols of concepts, the actual flow of
speech may be interpreted as a record of the setting of these concepts into
mutual relations.
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» SCPRERJEH Humboldt R,
 5EEXYIE: The structure of anyone's native language strongly

influences or fully determines the worldview he will acquire
as he learns the language.

« 55HXY18: Structural differences between language systems
will, in general, be paralleled by nonlinguistic cognitive
differences, of an unspecified sort, in the native speakers

of the language.




Some facts

« XTENERIIAR:
« Rivers, Torres Straits expedition. BfHVER{FEREEIEHRS IR, (BEES
EgBEER, HEamAkEe,
* Brown & Lenneberg, Zuni language. 1IESTRBXDIEEFIZFERIA, ERIZXY

2 = - -
'ﬂfé)ﬁ%ﬂj’rgo 1. All languages contain terms for black and white.
. 2. If a language contains three terms, then it contains a term for red.
 Berlin and Kay.

3. If a language contains four terms, then it contains a term for either green or yellow (but not both).
4. If a language contains five terms, then it contains terms for both green and yellow.

5. If a language contains six terms, then it contains a term for blue.

6. If a language contains seven terms, then it contains a term for brown.

7. If a language contains eight or more terms, then it contains terms for purple, pink, orange or gray.
- I, B IREESIES (ESENRIEALEIEN, RN,
NERRRMAISY), BIRFUKERI—) 1ER ToM LRI, fBAYE
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e Piraha language

* Bargh’s experiment on priming
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Why does the plural exist? Are there languages that do not have it? Why do we
make a distinction from 2?

Linguistic features exist because they developed historically, through usage. Just as we
often use numbers to count items, we refer in discourse to whether there is just one or
many of something. Plurals are like other features, in developing because we talk about
that. This would begin either with intentional phrasing (“Fish: there are many!"), or with
coincidental but common usage that happens to highlight plurality (“We caught many
fish today” or "We did not catch many fish today”). And if those forms are used
frequently enough, that expression may become obligatory (“many fish” vs. “(one) fish"),
and with even more time the marker can shift from an independent word (“many”) to an
affix (“fishmany") and probably reduce in form (“fishma” or “fishy").

So the answer to the question is that plurals exist because we use them. That might
sound counterintuitive, but that's really how it works in language change.

And yes there are languages that do not have plurals, although what does that mean?
There are many languages that do not have obligatory plural affixes (prefixes or
suffixes) like English -s. In some languages, plural marking is optional, or only used with
some nouns. In other languages, instead of an affix, there is a separate word: for
example, in many languages of Southeast Asia there are classifiers that are required
when counting items, similar to the somewhat uncommon usage in English “five head
cattle”, or to group nouns as in “a flock of birds". In these languages, to say “five books"
you would say something like “five flat-thing book™.
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Grimm's law consists of three parts, forming consecutive phases in the sense of a chain shift.!" The phases are usually constructed as follows:

1. Proto-Indo-European voiceless stops change into Proto-Germanic voiceless fricatives.
2. Proto-Indo-European voiced stops become Proto-Germanic voiceless stops.
3. Proto-Indo-European voiced aspirated stops become Proto-Germanic voiced stops or fricatives (as allophones).

This chain shift (in the order 3, 2, 1) can be abstractly represented as:
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https://www.bilibili.com/video/BV1Hw411W7PC/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grimm%27s_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_German_consonant_shift
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https://littlereuben.github.io/theory/book-hanzi-yu-dongya-wenhua/
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